Egyptian art activities
You as an Egyptian 
Have the students draw a self-portrait in the Egyptian style. Remind them to show:

the head, hips, arms, legs, and feet in profile
the eye, shoulders, and chest from the front
men posed with the left foot forward, women with their feet together
a wig, jewelry, costume, and something magical and protective

Body Language
Discuss the different kinds of expressions and postures we use to express certain feelings and reactions. How do these actions reveal moods? Play charades. Give each student a folded card upon which is written an emotion or situation such as protecting, commanding, praising, worshiping, offering, meditating, winning, losing, and so on. Discuss how Egyptian artists used gestures and poses to explain what a figure was doing.
Favorites Forever
Ask the students to imagine that they believe in the same kind of afterlife that the Egyptians did. Have them make a list of their favorite pastimes and things that they would like to have with them forever. Suggest that they write a story about the things on their list and/or draw a picture of their ideas. The class could make a time capsule into which the students would put their lists and pictures and even small objects. They could also write letters to people of the future, who might be confused about what some of the things are.

Life after Death
Discuss with your class the following topics or assign them to a group of students who will report to the class, using the images in this Web site to illustrate their research.

Egyptian afterlife beliefs

How Egyptian burial practices changed from the Old Kingdom to late dynastic times (This is a way of reminding students that although much about Egyptian art and society remained fairly consistent for three thousand years, change did occur.)

A Broad Collar
Have the students make their own Egyptian broad-collar necklaces (see Wah's jewelry). Cut large half-circles out of oak tag or construction paper, then ask the students to create their own repeating designs and use their favorite colors. This could be a collage activity. When completed, the collars can be strung and worn.

Eating it Up
In Stela of a Middle Kingdom official, Mentuwoser's table is piled high with his ritual foods. Ask the students to draw themselves at a table covered with their favorite things to eat. Before they start drawing, ask them to think about how they will arrange the food so that each kind can be clearly seen. When they have finished their artwork, talk about whether they have used the Egyptian convention of putting things one on top of another and avoiding overlapping or whether they have devised other techniques

Art Words
Examine carefully the way the Pectoral of Princess Sithathoryunet was designed to form a sentence made up of hieroglyphic signs. Ask each student to draw a design for a necklace or a belt buckle using two or more words, one of which is his or her name.

Name Games
An Egyptian king had two especially important names. His throne name identified him as the ruler of Egypt, and his birth name proclaimed him to be the son of Re, the sun god, and therefore the possessor of divine powers. Both names were encircled in cartouches. Ask the students to think of two names they would like to add to their own names such as the Athlete, the Brain, the Whiz, the Star, the Brave, the Beautiful, and so on. Then ask them to design appropriate decorations to frame their two favorite names. Before they sign their artwork, pass the drawings of the framed assumed names to other class members and see if they can guess to whom the assumed names and "cartouches" belong.

Animal Symbols 
In Sphinx of Senwosret III, the pharaoh's head is depicted on the body of a lion to symbolize royal power. Ask the students to think of a person they admire, either someone they know or a famous person, and then think of an animal or a combination of animals whose characteristics symbolize the special qualities of that person. Have them draw a picture of the animal or animals and write a description of why the animal(s) symbolize the person they have chosen. You may decide to display the animal pictures and the descriptions separately in the school hallway and challenge other classes to match them up.

To extend the activity, ask the students to draw parts of animals--a lion's paws, a bird's wings, the snout and teeth of a crocodile, the horns of a bull, and so on--and then combine them to form new creatures. What or who could they represent and why?
Divine Power
Discuss how divine power differs from human power. Talk about the ways in which people of different cultures have tried to imagine God (in human form, as a powerful animal, as a phenomenon of nature, et cetera). Would this ultimate One be illustrated best in one image or with several different forms and shapes?

Ask the students to explain their ideas about picturing divine powers in a drawing, a series of drawings, a collage, or a short essay. Perhaps their endeavors could be put together to form a class booklet or to create a wall mural

Presentation of Self
To be important and good-looking forever, Yuny and Renenutet (Yuny and his wife, Renenutet) had themselves portrayed wearing fine linen, curled and braided wigs, and sitting upon a chair carved with lion's-paw feet, an obvious symbol of power and wealth. Ask the students about what clothing, adornment, hairstyle, and symbols of glamour and status modern celebrities choose. How would the students portray themselves? What would they wear, what poses would they take, and what symbols would they surround themselves with?
Art and Culture
Is art an important source of information about civilizations? Explain. Talk about the Egyptian style of depicting the human figure and about the use of human-animal combinations in visualizing Egyptian deities. What does Egyptian art reveal about Egyptian religious beliefs? About their political beliefs? About Egyptian society?

Do political, religious, and social views of our times influence the content and style of contemporary art? If so, in what ways? Is art important today? Ask the students to think about which forms of art mean the most to them.

Compare the most ancient Egyptian works of art with those made in later times. What do these comparisons suggest about tradition and change in ancient Egypt? With more advanced students, discuss changes in modern art and society that have taken place in the last fifty years. Why is change much more rapid today?

